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common-sense may be infused into the representa-
tives of British democracy before our Empire as a
whole comes into collision with a great and growing
rival, and before our Indian Empire is destroyed by
endeavours to govern its multitudinous millions after
a fashion more or less suited to the inhabitants of
these small Atlantic islands.

Signs are not wanting that the hold of senti-
mental altruism and doctrinaire philanthropy upon
the British electorate is for the time being, at any
rate, much weakened, and the Viceroy, Lord Minto,
not, it may quite safely be assumed, without the
approval of Lord Morley, has admitted, just as
these pages go to print, that the British adminis-
tration has from a chivalrous unwillingness to
interfere in any form with freedom of speech tole-
rated too long the dissemination of revolutionary
literature. An Act has now been passed contain-
ing more drastic provisions than those of Lord
Lytton's Press Act, which was unfortunately re-
pealed, since which the unbridled licence of the
vernacular newspapers of Bengal and the Deccan,
passing all bounds and secure from all interference,
has brought the administration into contempt. Re-
pressive measures passed into law in the last four
years, and held in reserve, are also being brought
into force, and unless the hand at the helm falters,
of which there is no sign, and of which, happily,
there is i>o probability, the ship of State will be